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GREAT DIVERSITY OF EVENTS MARK  

ANTI-POVERTY WEEK IN CANBERRA 

12-18 OCTOBER 

 

10 October 2014: There are 27 registered events for Anti-Poverty Week in the ACT next week. 

But it’s not just the huge number of events that make this year’s Anti-Poverty Week stand out, it’s the 

diversity. 

Paul Trezise, CEO of St Vincent de Paul Canberra-Goulburn, has been involved in Anti-Poverty Week in 

Canberra for several years and says this year there’s a real breadth of events. 

“From the headline event on Thursday, where a panel will discuss Pathways Out of Poverty, to a Vinnies 

Sleepout, ‘Eat, Pay, Love’ events at restaurants, a Youth Unemployment Forum by Anglicare, to cooking 

demonstrations, barbecues and children’s artwork on show,” Mr Trezise said. 

Mr Trezise is co-chair of the Anti-Poverty Week committee in the ACT, along with YWCA Canberra 

Executive Director Frances Crimmins. They have both been struck by how involved Canberrans are in 

Anti-Poverty Week activities. 

“That’s one of the great things about living in Canberra,” Ms Crimmins said, “There’s a really high level 

of community involvement. And when it comes to something like Anti-Poverty Week, so many 

organisations and individuals say ‘we’ve got to do something’. 



‘Do something’ is a theme of this year’s Anti-Poverty Week, as the spotlight is turned on the realities of 

poverty in Canberra, in Australia and around the world. 

Poverty and hardship affect more than a million Australians. Around the world there are more than a 

billion people who are desperately poor. 

Events during Anti-Poverty Week aim to raise awareness, create discussion about the issues that impact 

on poverty, as well as fund raise and share information. 

The headline event on Thursday 16 October is a panel discussion on the Pathways Out of Poverty. 

Three courageous Canberrans who have experienced poverty and disadvantage will share their stories, 

in conversation with Frances Crimmins, of YWCA Canberra. The event is at the Ann Harding 

Conference Centre, University of Canberra from 12.30pm – 1.30pm. 

 

- ENDS - 

A full list of Anti-Poverty Week events in Canberra is included with the email. More information is 

available at www.antipovertyweek.org.au. 

Paul Trezise and Frances Crimmins are available for interview. 
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ABOUT ANTI-POVERTY WEEK: 

Poverty and severe hardship affect more than a million Australians. Around the world, more than a 

billion people are desperately poor. In Anti-Poverty Week, YOU can help fight poverty and hardship!  

The main aims of Anti-Poverty Week are to: 

- Strengthen public understanding of the causes and consequences of poverty and hardship around the 

world and in Australia; and 

- Encourage research, discussion and action to address these problems, including action by individuals, 

communities, organisations and governments. 

Everyone is encouraged to help reduce poverty and hardship by organising an activity during the Week 

or taking part in an activity organised by others. 

Find out more at antipovertyweek.org.au 
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