
                                                     

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

EMBARGOED TO 9.30AM 28 APRIL 2015 

 

CANBERRA WOMEN REWARDED FOR ASPIRING IDEAS 

 

28 April 2015: Six Canberra women were this morning awarded Great Ydeas Small Grants 

by YWCA Canberra, to pursue creative projects that will have widespread benefit for the 

community. 

The successful recipients were congratulated by former ACT Senator Kate Lundy at YWCA 

Canberra’s annual Round the World Breakfast event. 

Held at The Lobby Restaurant in Parkes, the event was attended by 120 YWCA Canberra 

members and corporate friends, to mark World YWCA Day and raise funds for the Global 

Power To Change Fund.  

Ms Lundy also provided the keynote address, sharing personal reflections from her 

leadership journey, and celebrating this annual, global event. 

YWCA Canberra’s Great Ydeas Small Grants Program provides funds to local women and 

girls to pursue a professional development opportunity, pilot a project, business idea, or 

address a need in the community. 

The program was launched in 2010 in celebration of the organisation’s 80th anniversary. 

Since then, more than 30 women have received grants of up to $2000 each. 

YWCA Canberra’s Executive Director Frances Crimmins said the grants offer a unique 
opportunity for Canberra women and girls to demonstrate their leadership and innovation. 
She said 21 excellent applications were received this year.  
 
“The ambition, innovation, and courage shown in many of the projects is a sign of the 
outstanding qualities embodied by women and girls in Canberra,” Ms Crimmins said. 
 
“This program is one of the ways that we help women follow their dreams, and make a direct 

investment in women in our local community.”  

“The process of choosing the winning recipients was very difficult, but we are pleased to 
announce these worthy winners today,” Ms Crimmins said. 
 
YWCA Canberra congratulates the following women on their successful applications: 



Hannah Massingham & Billi McCarthy-Price 

WomenCANPlay is an inspiring web-based not-for-profit project that attempts to increase 

female sports participation by providing information on the opportunities available for sport 

participation, including up-to-date contact details; by connecting young women with a 

welcoming network of sportswomen; helping their participation through scholarship 

opportunities; and increasing the understanding of contributing factors to low sport 

participation through research. 

Chiara Grassia 

Girls Rock! Canberra is a school holiday program that aims to empower girls aged 8-17 

through music, encouraging creativity, and fostering teamwork and leadership skills. Chiara 

will use the grant funding to travel to the USA in June-July to volunteer at two Girls Rock! 

camps, before returning to run the inaugural Girls Rock! Canberra at Ainslie Arts Centre in 

January 2016. 

Clare Conroy 

The Women Talk Work podcast will feature interviews with women in a range of jobs and at 

a range of levels, to get an insight into what the working lives of Australian women are really 

like. The interviews will explore what an average day/week involves, the interviewee’s 

highlights, frustrations and future aspirations, what success in this particular job looks like, 

and what makes work interesting and enjoyable – or not. Importantly, the interviews will also 

discuss why women have made certain choices regarding their work and how work fits within 

the broader context of their lives. 

Lee Constable 

SoapBox will be a radio program that provides a platform to local people to discuss their 

social justice passions. It will be produced and broadcast on local community radio station 

2XXFM, and re-broadcast on national digital youth broadcaster SYN Nation. Soapbox will be 

a weekly interview presented live, of those who are involved in initiatives and projects which 

make the Canberra community more sustainable and equitable. It aims to inspire listeners to 

consider social equality and environmental sustainability, and will promote services and 

initiatives available within our community. 

Rosanna Stevens 

Rosanna is an accomplished young Canberra writer who wrote a popular essay on the social 

abnormalisation and normalisation of menstruation in 2014, published by The Lifted Brow. 

Now, with the support of publishers, Rosanna is embarking on research to turn the essay 

into a nonfiction book. The book will make commentary on how the world perceives, treats, 

shames and celebrates menstruation. Rosanna will travel to Cusco in Peru to participate in a 

five-day intensive about Peruvian and shamanic women’s knowledge around menstruation, 

providing an adventurous and multicultural tone to her writing. 

- ENDS - 

Frances Crimmins is available for interview. 

Photographs of the winners will be available from 9.30AM 28 April. 

Media contact: Karan Gabriel on 0429 210 881. 



About YWCA Canberra: YWCA Canberra is a feminist, not-for-profit community 

organisation that has been providing community services and representing women’s issues 

in the Canberra community since its establishment in 1929. YWCA Canberra employs more 

than 300 staff across the ACT, and delivers 30 quality programs in children’s services, 

community development, housing, youth services, women’s leadership, advocacy, and 

training. Represented in 122 countries, the YWCA has a global reach of 25 million women 

and girls. As part of this international movement, YWCA Canberra works for a world where 

reconciliation, justice, peace, health, human dignity, freedom and care for the environment 

are promoted and sustained through women’s leadership. For more information visit: 

www.ywca-canberra.org.au  

Follow YWCA Canberra on social media: 

 

Twitter: @YWCACanberra 

Facebook: facebook.com/YWCACanberra 

YouTube: youtube.com/YWCACanberra 

Instagram: @YWCACanberra 

Flickr: YWCA Canberra 

https://ywca-canberra.org.au/
http://www.twitter.com/ywcacanberra
http://www.facebook.com/YWCACanberra
file://ywcac.local/shares/work/Corporate%20Services/Communications/PR/Media%20Releases/2014/She%20Leads%20launch/youtube.com/YWCACanberra
https://instagram.com/YWCACanberra/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/116526542@N02/

