
                                                     

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

 

YWCA CANBERRA PROUD TO BE PROVIDING LEADING EARLY 

CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AT WINYU HOUSE 

                                                   

20 May 2015: Tomorrow morning, ACT Chief Minister Andrew Barr will officially open Winyu 

House, the first ACT Government building designed with early childhood education in mind. 

YWCA Canberra Executive Director Frances Crimmins said she was very pleased that the 

feminist, not-for-profit organisation had been chosen to be involved in this project. 

“Winyu House has many wonderful features but perhaps its most ground-breaking is the 

inclusion of early childhood education onsite. 

“This shows a dedication by the ACT Government to embrace the needs of working 

families,” Ms Crimmins said. 

YWCA Canberra successfully tendered to provide early childhood education and care in 

Winyu House last year, and senior staff have worked closely with the ACT Government on 

the service’s design and fit out. 

“We’ve created a facility that is world-leading, innovative and unique to Canberra. 

“It is the largest service that provides multi-age formats, ensuring family groups can stay 

together.  

“We are committed to a gender-neutral curriculum, and providing a beautiful, calm, learning 

environment,” Ms Crimmins added. 

Ms Crimmins said YWCA Canberra had made a significant investment in order to enter into 

the partnership with the ACT Government. 

“This represents a new phase in our provision of children’s services in Canberra, and we are 

excited to be involved in Winyu House.” 

Winyu Early Childhood Service is a 90-place service which opened earlier this month. 

Priority is given to families working in Winyu House, but it also services the Gungahlin 

community and wider region. 

YWCA Canberra has been providing children’s services in Canberra for more than 30 years, 

as part of its commitment to supporting women to achieve security and independence 



through economic participation, and providing children and young people with the skills they 

need to create a better future. 

Winyu House Opening Ceremony 

10am – 11.30am 

Thursday 21 May 

The Foyer, Ground Floor, Winyu House, 125 Gungahlin Place, Gungahlin 

 

- ENDS - 

Frances Crimmins is available for interview. 

Tours of Winyu Early Childhood Service can be arranged, and high res photos are 

also available. 

Media contact: Karan Gabriel 0429 210 881 

About YWCA Canberra: YWCA Canberra is a feminist, not-for-profit community 

organisation that has been providing community services and representing women’s issues 

in the Canberra community since its establishment in 1929. YWCA Canberra employs more 

than 300 staff across the ACT, and delivers 30 quality programs in children’s services, 

community development, housing, youth services, women’s leadership, advocacy, and 

training. Represented in 122 countries, the YWCA has a global reach of 25 million women 

and girls. As part of this international movement, YWCA Canberra works for a world where 

reconciliation, justice, peace, health, human dignity, freedom and care for the environment 

are promoted and sustained through women’s leadership. For more information visit: 

www.ywca-canberra.org.au  

Follow YWCA Canberra on social media: 

 

Twitter: @YWCACanberra 

Facebook: facebook.com/YWCACanberra 

YouTube: youtube.com/YWCACanberra 

Instagram: @YWCACanberra 

Flickr: YWCA Canberra 
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