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CANBERRA’S FIRST CLUBHOUSE DEVELOPS NEXT GENERATION
OF STEAM LEADERS
Date: Monday 13 February 2017
In a report released today, YWCA Canberra has announced the impact of its Clubhouse
program for 2016.
The Clubhouse is an out-of-school, high-tech learning space that empowers young people in
the Tuggeranong region to work with industry mentors to develop new skills, explore their
ideas, and build confidence through the use of technology.
The first of its kind in Canberra, the Clubhouse is based on a global passion-learning model
which was founded in Boston in 1993.
The 2016 YWCA Canberra Clubhouse Impact Report demonstrates significant growth in the
program, including a 30 per cent increase in membership to over 180 young people in the
past 12 months.
“Just two days after the UN International Day of Women and Girls in Science, we’re excited
to launch our 2016 Impact Report, sharing the power of supporting girls, and all young
people to gain skills in science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics (STEAM),”
Executive Director of YWCA Canberra, Frances Crimmins said.
“We are very proud of the outcomes of the Clubhouse program in 2016, which included
assisting young people to attain their year 10 certificates through the Big Picture Project in
collaboration with Lake Tuggeranong College, hosting special girls-only robotics workshops,
and instigating a new youth leadership program.
“Our 2016 member survey also highlighted the important soft skills our members gained,
with 90.5 per cent of Clubhouse members agreeing with the statement ‘I know if I work hard
enough I can solve almost any problem that I have’. This confidence in problem solving and
self-directed learning is crucial for young people to engage with the jobs of the future, which
we know will be centred on STEAM industries.”
According to the Productivity Commission, digital disruption could threaten 40 per cent of
Australian jobs in the next 10-15 years1. The Clubhouse model targets geographical areas of
need, to tangibly address the growing digital divide.
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“Our Clubhouse is located in Richardson, Tuggeranong – an area that has been identified as
having the largest concentration of low socio-economic households in the ACT. 47 per cent
of Clubhouse members don’t have access to a computer at home. At the Clubhouse, they
can access high level technology including a 3D printer, robotics, game development
software and much more.
“With the support of our corporate, philanthropic and government partners, the Clubhouse is
developing the next generation of STEAM leaders, and giving our members the opportunity
to build pathways into their future careers,” Ms Crimmins said.
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About the YWCA Canberra Clubhouse: YWCA Canberra’s Clubhouse is an
innovative, creative, out-of-school learning space where young people from underserved
communities can work with adult mentors to develop new skills, explore their own ideas, and
build confidence in themselves through the use of technology.
Founded in Boston in 1993, the Clubhouse Network now extends across the world, providing
25,000 youth per year access to resources, skills and experience to help them succeed in
their careers, contribute to their communities and lead outstanding lives.
The YWCA Canberra Clubhouse is located in Richardson, in the Tuggeranong region, and is
a space where young people can drop by to engage with mentors, embark on new projects,
and learn in a safe, friendly and open environment.
About YWCA Canberra: YWCA Canberra is a feminist, secular, not-for-profit community
organisation that has been providing community services and representing women’s issues
in the Canberra community since its establishment in 1929. YWCA Canberra employs more
than 300 staff across the ACT, and delivers 30 quality programs in children’s services,
community development, housing, youth services, women’s leadership, advocacy, and
training. Represented in 122 countries, the YWCA has a global reach of 25 million women
and girls. As part of this international movement, YWCA Canberra works for a world where
reconciliation, justice, peace, health, human dignity, freedom and care for the environment
are promoted and sustained through women’s leadership. For more information visit:
www.ywca-canberra.org.au

Follow YWCA Canberra on social media:
Twitter: @YWCACanberra
Facebook: facebook.com/YWCACanberra
YouTube: youtube.com/YWCACanberra
Instagram: @YWCACanberra
Flickr: YWCA Canberra

Follow the YWCA Canberra Clubhouse on
social media:
Twitter: @YWCA_CCH
Facebook: facebook.com/YWCAClubhouse

