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What is the She Leads College Conference? 
YWCA Canberra’s 2018 She Leads College Conference is aimed at young women, including 
female-identifying and non-binary people, aged 16 to 18, in years 11 and 12 and is designed to 
build an understanding of leadership. 

The conference theme, Trailblazer, drives the design and outcomes of the event, with students 
being exposed to a deeper understanding of leadership that extends to the change leaders have 
the potential to make in their homes, schools, communities, and workplaces. 

Students will leave the conference with a greater understanding of leadership, how to effect 
change, how to identify positive and negative situations in their homes and communities, and 
gain new skills and tools to manage the myriad of issues that they face each day. Students will 
also be exposed to a range of post-school career options, providing them with an opportunity to 
explore their future options, and define their interests and aspirations. 

The event includes interactive workshops, keynote speeches, a panel, and speed networking with 
young women who are leading in their communities.

By encouraging young women’s attendance, you will provide them with the opportunity to 
develop their leadership potential, and increase their capacity to take on leadership roles within 
their school environment and beyond.

The registration deadline is Thursday 1 March 2018.

Key event details
When: 8:45am – 4:00pm, Thursday 22 March 2018

Where: Ann Harding Conference Centre, University of Canberra

• we recommend that this event is treated as a school excursion, and all students attend with 
their teachers/school supervisors

• schools or individuals must return photography consent forms to She Leads for each 
registered student

• transport needs to be organised independently by schools.

Cost and inclusions: $44 per student. Registration includes a full day program of talks and 
workshops, morning tea and lunch, and a pen and activity booklet.

• Scholarship places may be available for students who are unable to self-fund. Please contact 
the She Leads team for more information.

Event page: http://bit.ly/2rNkm6H 

http://bit.ly/2rNkm6H


Who should attend?
The She Leads College Conference is open to all young women, including female identifying and 
non-binary people, in years 11 and 12.

Outcomes 

The She Leads College Conference will provide the following key outcomes:

• Students have a greater understanding of leadership

• Students feel better equipped to lead authentically and effectively

• Students feel better equipped to challenge barriers to achieving their leadership potential

• Students feel inspired and empowered to pursue their leadership goals.

Program
Through an innovative, interactive program, students will:

• explore what it means to be a leader

• learn practical skills that can help them to pursue their leadership and career goals

• gain confidence through listening to stories of personal and professional transformation 
from a number of women leaders. 

8:45 – 9:00
Arrival

Check in with YWCA Canberra staff, collect name badges and a 
welcome pack.

9:00 – 9:20
MC opening session

MC, Codie Bell, will discuss her leadership journey as comedian, gendered 
violence survivor and advocate, and discuss what makes an effective leader. 

9:20 – 9:50
1st Keynote and  
Q&A session

Hani Abdile will discuss her leadership journey as a survivor of conflict, a 
refugee, and a published poet.

10:00 – 11:00
1st Workshop session

YWCA Canberra Youth Engagement workshop – Making positive change.

DFR workshop – Topic TBC.

11:00 – 11:30 Morning tea

11:30 – 12:15
Panel –  
Being a change maker

Four young women discuss how and why they are Trailblazers, and what 
challenges this has involved. 

12:15 – 1:30
Speed networking session

Learn the value of networking while interacting with young women from the 
Canberra community who are leading and making real change. Students will 
have the opportunity to ask questions, seek advice, and get inspired.

1:30 – 2:15 Lunch

2:15 – 2:45
2nd Keynote and
Q&A session

Karlie Noon will discuss her pathway as an Aboriginal woman in STEAM and 
engaging culture within science.

2:45 – 3:45
2nd Workshop session

YWCA Canberra Youth Engagement workshop – Making positive change.

DFR workshop – Topic TBC.

3:45 – 4:00
MC closing remarks

Codie Bell will wrap the day up and provide key pieces of advice to  
reflect upon. 



Who will be speaking?
MC 

Codie Bell – Codie bell is a 
local comedian, women’s 
march organiser, sexual 
assault survivor, current 
disability policy officer, 
and works with the group 
Restorative ANU, an 
innovative approach to 
resolving the hurt when 
a university refuses to 
take sexual assault and 
harassment seriously.

Keynote Speakers

Hani Abdile – Hani is a 
published poet (I Will Rise), 
a Somali refugee, a lead 
member of Writing Through 
Fences, an honorary member 
of PEN international, and has 
been published in Mascara. 

Karlie Noon  – Karlie was the 
first Indigenous Australian in 
NSW to obtain a Bachelor of 
Mathematics, and Bachelor of 
Science. Since graduating from 
the University of Newcastle, 
Karlie has undertaken a Masters 
of Astronomy and Astrophysics 
at the Australian National 
University and the CSIRO. 
In addition to her master’s 
research, Karlie researches and 
is an advocate for Indigenous 
scientific knowledge.

Panellists – Being a Trailblazer 

Hannah Gissane – Hannah is 
a 2017 ACT Woman of the Year 
Finalist, a Project Coordinator 
for Equality Rights Alliance, 
the co-founder of Young 
Women Speak Out, and an 
advocate for young LGBTQI 
people. Hannah was also an 
instrumental member on the 
Fearless Initiative Committee, 
uniting comedians against family 
violence and raising $30,000 
for the Domestic Violence Crisis 
Service (DVCS) of the ACT.

Hannah Mouncey – Hannah 
is a successful international 
athlete and footballer, and a 
transgender advocate. In 2017, 
she established Transform 
Coaching and Speaking, which 
provides support for those 
affirming their gender as well 
as those supporting them by 
offering one on one and group 
sessions to help work through 
the issues that arise with such 
a big change.

Laura Piscopo – Laura is a 
Board Members for Advocacy 
for Inclusion, a charity that 
provide advocacy services 
to people with disabilities 
living in the ACT and region, 
to enable individuals to 
overcome discrimination, and 
empower them to control 
their lives and participate in 
the community. Laura is also 
a young carer and a disability 
advocate. 



Fourth Panellist – to be 
announced (Defence Force 
employee) 

Speed Networkers 

Engy Salah – Engy migrated 
from Egypt to Australia 4 
years ago, and now volunteers 
for the Muslim Collective 
and Canberra Multicultural 
Women's Forum. She currently 
works as the Cultural Liaison 
officer at Legal Aid ACT, 
assisting women from CALD 
background experiencing 
family violence and migration 
related issues.

Tahlia-Rose Vanissum – 
Tahlia-Rose is a 2018 YWCA 
Canberra Board Trainee, 
a member of Headspace 
Canberra’s Youth Reference 
Group, and an Adviser for the 
Prime Minister’s Indigenous 
Advisory Council Secretariat 
within the Indigenous Affairs 
Group at the Department of 
the Prime Minister  
and Cabinet.

Ashleigh Streeter – Ashleigh 
is the co-founder of Gender 
Chat, a new Q&A forum 
hosted by young leaders 
where they discuss all things 
gender, social equality, 
youth issues, and solutions. 
She is also a member of 
The Australian Civil Society 
Coalition on Women, 
Peace and Security, and an 
ambassador for Postcards for 
Peace. 

Lavanya Kala – Lavanya 
is the Policy Manager at 
Volunteering Australia and 
a Board Director for Beryl 
Women’s Inc, an ACT-based 
organisation that works to 
empower women and children 
to live a life free from violence 
and abuse.

Ashley St George – Ashley 
is a local Canberra freelance 
writer, having been published 
in Her Canberra and Out 
In Canberra, and is also an 
accomplished photographer. 



School requirements
It is suggested that teachers attend the event and provide appropriate supervision and care, 
and ensure that each student arrives and departs safely. YWCA Canberra staff will not provide 
supervision of students, and will not be responsible for the arrival or departure of students, or 
for their behaviour on the day.

Schools should treat this event as an excursion, and will need to independently organise all 
necessary permission slips and transportation.

Schools are responsible for managing the allocation of places to interested students; there are 
12 available places for each school. It is important that all students want to be there. The day will 
feature a full program of speakers, workshops, a panel, and individual and group discussion and 
reflection. Students will get the most value from the day when they come prepared to engage 
with the topics, speakers, and fellow students.

For each registered student, a photography consent form will need to be completed and returned 
to the She Leads team. This is not the permission slip that should be used by teachers to gain 
guardian permission to take students to the event. Teachers should have access to their own 
school-specific permission slips and use those to gain guardian permission.

Please email all the photography consent forms to sheleads@ywca-canberra.org.au. 

Tomasina Purcell – Tomasina 
is a Canberra mental health 
nurse who splits her time 
between the Paediatrics 
within the Centenary Hospital 
for Women and Children and 
he Adult Mental Health Day 
Service. She also volunteers 
for MIEACT as an educator, 
and as an advocate for people 
living with mental illness 
drawing on her personal 
experience of depression, 
anxiety, and a long-term 
eating disorder. 

Joanna Richards – Joanna 
is a PhD candidate at the 
University of Canberra 
through the 50/50 by 2030 
Foundation, where she is 
researching the relationship 
between Political Women, 
Corruption, and Catastrophe. 
Her honours thesis, Let Her 
Finish, drew public acclaim for 
its focus on how often female 
politicians are interrupted in 
parliament, and in 2015 she 
was the winner of the ACT 
Telstra’s Young Business 
Woman of the Year for her 
work in a start-up company. 

Eighth speed networker – to 
be announced. 

mailto:sheleads%40ywca-canberra.org.au.?subject=


How to register
We have allocated 12 places for each school in the Canberra and Queanbeyan districts. If you 
have additional students who would like to attend, please let us know and we will do our best to 
accommodate them. 

To register your students, please return a completed photography consent form for each student 
attending as soon as possible. Please also send us an email or call us with a complete list of the 
names of students that will be attending from your school, including any dietary and accessibility 
requirements. The registration deadline is Tuesday 1 March 2018.  

Payment
Payment can be made in one of two ways:

1. Through the event page: http://bit.ly/2rNkm6H 

2. By requesting an invoice 

If an invoice is requested, it must be paid one week prior to the event, on Thursday 15 March 
2018. Please be aware that you will be invoiced for the number of students who have registered, 
regardless of how many students attend on the day. 

Scholarships
If a student wishes to attend but feels as though the price may be a barrier, please advise 
the She Leads team at sheleads@ywca-canberra.org.au. We have allocated a small pool of 
scholarships that we may be able to allocate to eligible students. We are committed to assisting 
as many young women as possible attend this event.

About the She Leads Program
At YWCA Canberra we know that developing women’s leadership is fundamental to advancing 
gender equality. We developed the She Leads Program to inspire, educate and connect aspiring 
and established women leaders.

We believe that being a leader means more than gaining a title or an executive position. Women 
can be leaders at all levels of the workforce, in the home, at school, in a sporting or cultural 
group, as a volunteer, or in the community more broadly. Our mission is to empower women to 
create positive change, in whatever capacity they desire. 

The She Leads Program began in 2013 with the launch of our She Leads Diploma of Leadership 
and Management, and has since grown to include a suite of professional development programs 
and events, including the She Leads Conference, the She Leads College Conference, the She 
Leads In-Conversation Series, and She Leads Workshops. 

In 2017 more than 600 women and young women have already engaged with at least one aspect 
of the She Leads program.

http://bit.ly/2rNkm6H 
mailto:sheleads%40ywca-canberra.org.au?subject=


@SheLeadsCBRFacebook.com/SheLeads  

About Ywca Canberra
YWCA Canberra is a feminist, secular, not-for-profit organisation that has provided community 
services and represented women’s issues in Canberra since 1929.

Through our national Member Association, YWCA Australia, we are part of the World YWCA 
network, which connects 125 countries across the globe.

Our rich history of supporting women and girls in Canberra through the Great Depression, the 
Second World War, and the rapid social and cultural changes Canberra has experienced in recent 
years, continues to inform and influence our work.

Today we provide quality, innovative services for women, including female-identifying and non-
binary people, girls and families in the ACT and surrounding regions. We work in the areas of 
children’s services, community development, housing, youth services, personal and professional 
training, women’s leadership and advocacy.

As a membership-based, non-religious organisation, we encourage the participation of people of 
all cultures, beliefs and ages in our movement. Strengthened by diversity, we welcome members 
who are committed to recognising and celebrating the value of every human being.

All YWCA Canberra staff hold a current Working with vulnerable people registration. 

Participation Policy 
The YWCA Canberra She Leads program is dedicated to providing safe spaces for attendees 
to discuss issues related to women in leadership. We invite you to help us make our events is 
welcoming and respectful to all delegates.

We do not tolerate harassment of event attendees, speakers, partners or organisers in any form.

Harassment includes offensive comments (in person or online) related to gender, gender identity 
and expression, age, sexual orientation, disability, physical appearance, body size, race, religion, 
sexual images in public spaces, deliberate intimidation, stalking, following, harassing photography 
or recording, sustained disruption of talks or other events, inappropriate physical contact, and 
unwelcome sexual attention.

Partners and speakers are also subject to the anti-harassment policy. In particular, partners and 
speakers should not use sexualised images, activities, or other material in their communication 
regarding She Leads events.

If any person engages in harassing behaviour, the event organisers may take any action they 
deem appropriate, including warning the offender or expulsion from the event with no refund.

If you are being harassed, notice that someone else is being harassed, or have any other 
concerns, please contact an event crew member immediately. You can also report harassment to 
or raise concerns with the She Leads team at sheleads@ywca-canberra.org.au.

We thank our attendees for their help in keeping our events welcoming, respectful, and friendly 
for all.



Photography/Media consent form
I  __________________________________________________________________ provide consent for YWCA Canberra to 
record my image (photograph or video footage) for promotional purposes. I understand my image may be used in 
mediums including: publications and promotional material, in broadcast, print, and electronic/social media.

I acknowledge that my image will be used without any personal compensation or remuneration. 

I agree to forgo any rights to my image including moral rights and copyright.

YWCA Canberra agrees not to use your image in a manner that may be deemed adverse or defamatory. The image 
will remain the property of YWCA Canberra and any personal details regarding this image will be kept confidentially 
and will not be used for any purpose other than related to your image.

You should understand that any image which is published online can be copied and redistributed without the 
knowledge of the person that uploaded it. Once published, we may not be able to retrieve or delete images if consent 
is withdrawn after publishing. 

I agree my images can:

 be used to promote She Leads College Conference ONLY 

 be used for ongoing future use (general ongoing use related to the role and function of YWCA Canberra)

 include my name with the image

You can withdraw your consent at any time by contacting YWCA Canberra

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suburb: ______________________________________________State: __________________Postcode: ___________________

*Participant Signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________
*we recommend that participant’s over the age of 13 years sign this consent form along with their parent/guardian

**Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________
**required for people under 18 years of age

Date: ______ / _______ / _______


