YWCA SUPPORTIVE HOUSING
AINSLIE, ACT
YWCA Canberra are long term owners of Block 1
Section 87 Ainslie which has been used for child care,
youth services, and more recently a base for outreach
community activities.

YWCA Canberra have engaged with the North Canberra
Community Council throughout this process and are now
pleased to have the opportunity to provide this overview
of the project for the June Newsletter edition.

In 2019, YWCA Canberra were successful in securing
seed funding under the ACT Governments Innovation
Fund – Round 2 to support new approaches to supportive
housing options for older women and women and their
children impacted by family violence. Since that time
YWCA Canberra have engaged AMC Architecture and a
sub-consultant team to prepare masterplan options which
were presented to a number of residents over 2 drop-in
session on the 4th and 6th of February 2020. The COVID
pandemic then struck and YWCA Canberra were obliged
to focus on core business including a number of early
learning centres and additional crisis accommodation
but have recently re-focused on the Ainslie project
such that AMC have now developed a more detailed
design concept for 10 single storey supportive housing
dwellings as an integrated development. The developed
concept was again presented to interested neighbours in
a TEAM’s meeting on Friday 22nd May.

Key aspects of the proposed development include:
• Demolition of most buildings on the site except the
preservation of a small but attractive mid-century
pavilion
• The provision of 10 studio and 2-bedroom supportive
housing units in 2 buildings both of which address
the adjacent parkland and benefit from good solar
aspect
• The preservation of all street trees and most trees
on the site
• Provision of on-site parking for residents
• Provision of a common landscaped green in and
around the existing pavilion structure
It is anticipated that the DA will be lodged in August 2020.
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