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Acknowledgement of Country

YWCA Canberra proudly recognises the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples to own and control their cultures and pays our respect to these rights. YWCA
Canberra acknowledges the need to respect and encourage the diversity of Indigenous
cultures and to respect Indigenous worldviews, lifestyles and customary laws. We extend our
respect to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women who for thousands of years have
preserved the culture and practices of their communities on country. This land was never
surrendered, and we acknowledge that it always was and will continue to always be

Aboriginal land.

About YWCA Canberra

YWCA Canberra is a feminist not-for-profit organisation that has provided community
services and represented women'’s issues in Canberra since 1929. Our mission is ‘We
strengthen communities by supporting girls and women through our services and advocacy’

and our vision is ‘Girls and women thriving’.

We provide essential, quality services for women, girls and families in the ACT and
surrounding regions. We work in the areas of children’s services, community development,
homelessness and affordable housing, youth services, personal and professional training,

women’s leadership and advocacy.

We are externally accredited against the Quality Improvement Council (QIC) Health and

Community Service Standards (7th Edition). Accreditation against the QIC standards support

us to improve client and community engagement, diversity and cultural appropriateness,
management systems, governance and service delivery, while committing to a cycle of
continuous quality improvement. In addition to the QIC standards, we are accredited against

the following external client-related service standards for our key areas of work:

e Australian Charities and Not for Profit Commission

e National Quality Standard for Early Childhood Education and Care and School Aged

Care

¢ National Requlatory System for Community Housing

e Regqistered Training Organisations Standards

Through our national Affiliate Association with YWCA Australia, we are part of the World

YWCA network, which connects 120 countries across the globe.


https://www.qip.com.au/qic-health-community-services-standards-7th-edition-launched/
https://www.qip.com.au/qic-health-community-services-standards-7th-edition-launched/
https://www.acnc.gov.au/
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/nqf/national-quality-standard
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/nqf/national-quality-standard
https://www.nrsch.gov.au/
https://www.asqa.gov.au/about/asqa/key-legislation/standards-rtos

Introduction

YWCA Canberra welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback to the Consultation on
reforms to the Firearms Act 1996 (ACT) and related legislation. This submission
complements our earlier contributions to the operational framework for a National Firearm

Register made by the National Women’s Safety Alliance, auspiced by YWCA Canberra.

As a leading feminist non-profit organisation dedicated to eliminating violence against
women and children, YWCA Canberra plays a critical role in supporting victim-survivors
through our integrated services. The integrated nature of our service also allows us to
connect clients of our Domestic Violence Support Service with peripheral services including
housing support, food relief, or emergency placements in our early learning services. We
see modern reform to the Firearms Act as being part of a suite of policy measures central to

the prevention of violence against women and children.
Through this submission, we discuss the following key items:

e Proposed changes to enable participation in the National Firearms Register — licence
and permit verification service

e Creation of an offence relating to possession of digital blueprints

e Exclusion periods for disqualifying events

e Stay on licence without prejudice: family hardship and mental health.

Section 1: Underlying assumptions

A number of assumptions are built into this submission. Firstly, that the operation and policy
settings of the proposed National Firearm Register will align with the National Strategic
Framework for Information Sharing between the Family Law and Family Violence and Child
Protection Systems a two-way information sharing between the Federal Court and Family
Court of Australia (FCFCOA), state and territory courts, child protection authorities, policing

and firearms agencies.

Further, as the policy objective of the National Firearm Register is to enhance sharing of
near real-time information between licencing authorities, dealers and police and other justice
officials we proceed under the assumption that the Family Law Regulations 2024, will be
amended to include the newly operational National Firearms Register as an authorised

information sharing agency alongside existing state and territory authorities.

YWCA Canberra also assumes that information sharing from the newly established National
Firearm Registry and its real-time information portal will permit information sharing with and

from the FCFCOA. For this reason, YWCA Canberra supports access to the national licence



and permit verification system from court officials. Information regarding legal access to

firearms by parties currently with family law claims at the

FCFCOA should be a significant consideration to local police and registry authorities, and

the Court. We will discuss this further below.

Section 2:

Creation of an offence relating to possession of digital blueprints for the computer-

aided production of firearms and related items

3D printing technology has evolved to enable the creation of firearms and firearm
components. Ultimately, there is a need to appreciate that the illegal manufacture of
firearms, and firearm parts is likely to be for nefarious and criminal purposes and legislation
must keep pace to recognise this risk. YWCA Canberra supports the creation of a new
offence in the Firearms Act 1996 to prohibit the distribution, sharing, and creation of firearm
blueprints. To this amendment, we support an inclusion in Section 228 (3) to capture the
provision or financing of blueprints. YWCA Canberra also supports an extension of the
offence to capture the illegal manufacture, provision and distribution of separated firearm

components.

Exclusion periods for disqualifying events

YWCA Canberra urges policy makers and legislators to recognise the connection between
domestic, family and sexual violence and child sexual abuse and firearm related
homicides.! In light of this there must be scope for information to be shared between the

FCFCOA, the National Firearm Register and state and territory authorities.

As the National Firearm Register will provide automatic updates of court orders to relevant
authorities in real-time, we urge that license holders who are party to the following FCFCOA
court lists be disqualified from possessing firearms and obligated to surrender existing

firearms:

¢ Proceedings that trigger the Evatt or Magellan Lists at the FCFCOA, regardless of
the prior existence of personal safety orders or notices, should exclude a person

from possessing firearms, acquiring a new license or a change of permits.

The Evatt and Magellan Lists manage applications that deal with extremely vulnerable and
high-risk parties including where there are allegations of physical and sexual
violence, including child sexual abuse or child sexual abuse material. We support this

information being shared with the relevant ACT authorities.



Stay on licence without prejudice: family hardship and mental health

While YWCA Canberra supports proposed amendments to the Firearms Act allowing gun-
owners to voluntarily surrender their firearms or pause their licence, we urge legislators to be
circumspect regarding the usefulness of this change. The likelihood that someone who is a
danger to themselves or others will surrender their firearms is limited. In fact, where
voluntary surrender options do exist, they have not mitigated subsequent homicides

involving previously surrendered firearms. !

There is also evidence of police being ill-equipped to sufficiently consider the fit and proper
test and deteriorating mental state of licence holders when alerted by family members prior
to an eventual homicide.™ We urge that any reform to enable the retrieval of previously

surrendered firearms be accompanied by a robust check of the licence holder’s health and

personal circumstances and include updated character references.

i See Corruption and Crime Commission WA (2025) Review of WA Police Investigation: Events prior
to Floreat family violence incident, Coroners Court of NSW (2021) Inquest into the deaths of John,
Jack and Jennifer Edwards, and Magistrate Court of Tasmania Coronial Division, Record of
Investigation into Death (Without Inquest).

i Such as the case where the Osmington (2018) homicides were preceded by the voluntary surrender
and later retrieval of firearms Ben Harvey: Cynda Miles’ sister breaks silence over Osmington
shootings to make firearm safety plea | The West Australian

i Police were found to have insufficiently assessed the risks where family members raised fit and
proper concerns of a licence holder prior to an eventual murder-suicide, see: Western Australian
Police, 31 January 2025 “Summary of outcomes, police response review Floreat murder/suicide”



https://www.ccc.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-06/CCC%20-%20Review%20of%20WA%20Police%20investigation%20-%20Events%20prior%20to%20Floreat%20family%20violence%20incident.pdf
https://www.ccc.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-06/CCC%20-%20Review%20of%20WA%20Police%20investigation%20-%20Events%20prior%20to%20Floreat%20family%20violence%20incident.pdf
https://coroners.nsw.gov.au/documents/findings/2021/Inquest_into_the_deaths_of_John_Jack_and_Jennifer_Edwards_-_findings_of_State_Coroner_dated_7_April_2021.pdf
https://coroners.nsw.gov.au/documents/findings/2021/Inquest_into_the_deaths_of_John_Jack_and_Jennifer_Edwards_-_findings_of_State_Coroner_dated_7_April_2021.pdf
https://www.magistratescourt.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/574017/Neubert,-Olga.pdf
https://www.magistratescourt.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/574017/Neubert,-Olga.pdf
https://thewest.com.au/news/disaster-and-emergency/ben-harvey-cynda-miles-sister-breaks-silence-over-osmington-shootings-to-make-firearm-safety-plea-ng-b882010071z
https://thewest.com.au/news/disaster-and-emergency/ben-harvey-cynda-miles-sister-breaks-silence-over-osmington-shootings-to-make-firearm-safety-plea-ng-b882010071z
https://www.wa.gov.au/media/125425/download?inline
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